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its foundation in the days of James VI., was
brought into operation in the four following
years, by the Commission over which Inglis
presided.

Neglect of graduation, especially in the faculty
of literature, science, and philosophy, was taken as
the root of the ailment from which the College
was suffering. A self - governing academical
Society had to be organised. As baptism is to
the visible Church, so is graduation to the
university. It is the sign and seal of member-
ship. The few extant Edinburgh graduates in
Arts, and (provisionally) all who had been reg-
ularly enrolled as Arts students for a term of
years, were formed under the new law into a Uni-
versity Council, over whom a Chancellor was to
preside. The professorial Senate, or Educational
Executive, was in many ways strengthened and
developed. A University Court was instituted in
place of the Town Council in the administration;
and the patronage of the chairs was transferred
to a joint Board of Curators. The undergraduates
were to be organised and brought into touch with
academical life as constituents of a Rector, who
was to preside in the University Court. Thus
academically constituted for the first time in itse advance of the nineteenthhistory
